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THIRD GRADE READING CALENDAR 

 
 

 

Unit Schedule 

Unit 1: Careful Readers Have Good Habits:  
Readers follow routines; build stamina and comprehension by 
growing ideas about text through reading and talking about 
books 

September – October 

Unit 2: Analyzing the Relationship Between Character 
and Plot in Fiction and Biography 

October – November 

Unit 3: Interpreting Text Through Discussions of Story 
Elements – Book Clubs  

December 

Unit 4: Strengthening Comprehension Skills and 
Strategies in Nonfiction/Informational Text  

January –February 

Unit 5: Mystery Genre Study February –March 

Unit 6: Demonstrating Text Comprehension in a 
Variety of Genres 

March – April 

Unit 7: Strengthening Comprehension Skills and 
Strategies in Content Area Reading 

May - June 
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THIRD GRADE READING  
UNIT ONE: CAREFUL READERS HAVE GOOD HABITS 

 

 
COMMON CORE STANDARDS 
RL.3.1  Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, 

referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 
RL.3.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 

text, distinguishing literal from nonliteral language. 
RL.3.6  Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those 

of the characters. 
RL.3.7 Explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations contribute to 

what is conveyed by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, 
emphasize aspects of a character or setting). 

RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, 
referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 

RI.3.4  Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject 
area. 

RI.3.7  Use information gained from illustrations (e.g.maps, photographs) 
and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text 
(e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur). 

SL.3.3  Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, 
offering appropriate elaboration and detail. 

9.1.4.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem solving skills to solve problems 
9.1.4.B.1 Gather and evaluate knowledge from a variety of sources that 

fosters creativity and innovative thinking 
9.1.4.C.1 Collaborate in teams that allows groups to achieve common goals 

with greater efficiency 
9.1.4.D.3 Understand different cultural perspectives to enhance 

communication 
9.1.4.E.1 Integrate digital media to enhance communication 
9.1.4.F.1 Promote ethical behavior and accountability 
8.1.4.A.1 Understand how to use digital tools for appropriate applications 
8.1.4.A.1 Understand how to use word processing programs 
8.1.4.A.3 Understand how to use digital tools to create a multimedia  
                      presentation 
8.1.4.D.1 Practice cyber safety 
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BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 
All students will sustain reading increasingly complex texts through a variety of 
genres with comprehension and fluency. 

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
Readers establish routines and behaviors that lead to comprehension while 
participating in reading workshop. 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

How do readers establish routines and behaviors that lead to comprehension 
while participating in reading workshop? 
 

MODULE ASSESSMENT 
Teachers’ College Reading Assessment 
Mondo Oral Language Assessment- as needed 
Unit 1 Assessment 
Reading Notebook Entries 

 
UNIT OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to... 

 use accountable talk in whole group, small group, and in partnerships 

 read with fluency 

 respond to questions in complete sentences 

 identify and read a variety of genres 

 ask and answer questions 

 determine the meaning of words and phrases 

 use story elements to write or speak about text 

 distinguish point of view 

 make predictions and inferences  

 explain the relationship between illustration and words in text 

 
SKILLS  
Students will be able to… 

 become a member of a community of readers 

 maintain the routines and expectations of reading workshop 

 build stamina to sustain reading for thirty minutes 

 make text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to-world connections 

 use text to support asking and answering questions 

 demonstrate comprehension through discussion 
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 use prior knowledge and information from the text to predict and infer  

 use word study to decode and support comprehension 

 make predictions on ways characters in the story could solve problems 

 work in book clubs, guidance centers, and on tasks like developing board 
games that reflect the events in a story 

 read literature that develop insight about characters from different cultures 

 use digital media to learn and present about topics  

 identify ethical behavior in the characters that they read about 

 recognize the factors that contributed to the characters financial failures 
and successes 

 use digital tools to generate text, for research, and to communicate 
information via multimedia presentations, within the guidelines of the 
A.U.P. 

 
RESOURCES 
MONDO 
Transparencies: 
Javed’s Pet 
Big Books: 
Touch the Earth 
Today’s Weather Is… A Book of Experiments 
Songs/Charts: 
House Monsters 
Fingerprint 
Sounds of Winter 
Sports Song 
I Love to Splash 
Info Pairs: 
Labor Day in the United States / Labor Day in Canada  
 

AUTHENTIC LITERATURE 
Trade Books: 
Muggie Maggie- Cleary 
Pa Lia’s First Day- Edwards 
Centerfield Ball Hawk- Christopher 
 
Read Aloud Suggestions: 
Class Clown- Hurwitz 
The Witches- Dahl 
The War With Grandpa- Smith 
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WEBSITES 
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top_teaching/2009/10/reading 

workshop 
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top_teaching/2009/10/classlibrary 
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top_teaching/2009/11/assessment-reading-
workshop 
http://hill.troy.k12.mi.us/staff/bnewingham/myweb3/ 
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plan/creating-reading-community-
your-classroom 
http://hill.troy.k12.mi.us/staff/bnewingham/myweb3/ 
 
PROFESSIONAL REFERENCES 
Learning Continuum by Fountas and Pinnell 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top_teaching/2009/10/reading%20workshop
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top_teaching/2009/10/reading%20workshop
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top_teaching/2009/10/classlibrary
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top_teaching/2009/11/assessment-reading-workshop
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top_teaching/2009/11/assessment-reading-workshop
http://hill.troy.k12.mi.us/staff/bnewingham/myweb3/
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plan/creating-reading-community-your-classroom
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plan/creating-reading-community-your-classroom
http://hill.troy.k12.mi.us/staff/bnewingham/myweb3/
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THIRD GRADE READING  

UNIT TWO: ANALYZING THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
CHARACTER AND PLOT IN FICTION AND BIOGRAPHY 

 

 
COMMON CORE STANDARDS 
RL.3.3  Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or 

feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence 
of events. 

RL.3.5   Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or 
speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and 
stanza; describe how each successive part builds on 

  earlier sections. 
RL.3.6  Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those 

of the characters. 
RL.3.9  Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories 

written by the same author about the same or similar characters 
(e.g., in books from a series). 

RI.3.2   Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and 
explain how they support the main idea. 

RI.3.3   Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, 
scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a 
text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and 
cause/effect. 

RI.3.6   Distinguish their own point-of-view from that of the author of a text. 
SL.3.4  Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with 

appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly 
at an understandable pace. 

9.1.4.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem solving skills to solve problems 
9.1.4.B.1 Gather and evaluate knowledge from a variety of sources that 

fosters creativity and innovative thinking 
9.1.4.C.1 Collaborate in teams that allows groups to achieve common goals 

with greater efficiency 
9.1.4.D.3 Understand different cultural perspectives to enhance 

communication 
9.1.4.E.1 Integrate digital media to enhance communication 
 
9.1.4.F.1 Promote ethical behavior and accountability 
9.2.4.A.1 Link educational achievement, career choice, and entrepreneurial 

skills to achieve a desired level of income and lifestyle choices 
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8.1.4.A.1 Understand how to use digital tools for appropriate applications 
8.1.4.A.1 Understand how to use word processing programs 
8.1.4.A.3 Understand how to use digital tools to create a multimedia  
                      presentation 
8.1.4.D.1 Practice cyber safety 
8.1.4.E.1 Use information gathered through digital tools to assist in  
                      generating solutions and making decisions 

 
BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 
All students will sustain reading increasingly complex texts through a variety of 
genres with comprehension and fluency. 

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
Readers utilize comprehension strategies to analyze the intricate relationship 
between character development and its impact on plot. 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
How do readers utilize comprehension strategies to analyze the intricate 
relationship between character development and its impact on plot? 

 
MODULE ASSESSMENT 
Reading Notebook Entries  
Unit 2- Character Assessment  
 

UNIT OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to... 

 predict and infer 

 describe characters according to their traits, motivations, and feelings  

 retell events sequentially 

 determine main idea of text 

 determine the theme 

 compare and contrast theme of books in a series or with similar characters 

 describe the relationship between a series of historical events 

 determine cause and effect 

 distinguish point of view  

 present main idea and supporting details through text, media, oral 
presentations 
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SKILLS  
Students will be able to... 

 explain how a character’s actions contribute to the plot 

 record observations about character in the reader’s notebook 

 analyze what a character says and does to predict and infer 

 make predictions based on what the character’s actions (say, think, do) 

 use the lessons characters learn to determine the theme of a story 

 identify, empathize, or sympathize with character(s) 

 express realizations or observations of character 

 synthesize text to determine theme or main idea 

 distinguish point of view first person versus third person narration 

 expand their use of word study strategies to support comprehension and 
fluency 

 identify cause and effect 

 sequence events in a chronological order 

 make predictions on ways characters in the story could solve problems 

 research topics in stories to develop expertise and offer new solutions 

 work in book clubs, guidance centers, and on tasks like developing board 
games that reflect the events in a story 

 use digital media to learn and present about a person (biography) 

 identify ethical behavior in the characters and people that they read about 

 recognize the factors that contributed to the characters financial failures 
and successes 

 use digital tools to generate text, for research, and to communicate 
information via multimedia presentations, within the guidelines of the 
A.U.P. 
 

RESOURCES 
MONDO 
Transparencies: 
Javed’s Pet 
Sports Hall of Fame- Venus and Serena Williams 
Grandpa at the Beach- The Air Mattress 
Hurricane on Seashell Island 
Big Books: 
Journey to a New Land 
Songs of Myself: An Anthology of Poems and Art 
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Songs/Charts: 
Empty Room 
 
Info Pairs Cards: 
Meet Dr. Molina / Black Coffee With Ants, Please 
Mary Ann Shadd Cary / Dolores Huerta 

 
AUTHENTIC LITERATURE 
Hundred Dresses, Estees 
Helen Keller, Davidson or Graff 
Class Clown, Hurwitz 
Houdini, Kraske 
Stone Fox, Gardiner 
Molly’s Pligrim, Cohen 
Read Aloud Suggestions 
Teammates, Golenbock 
 
WEBSITES 
http://hill.troy.k12.mi.us/staff/bnewingham/myweb3/ 

http://nancykeane.com/rl/#Values 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://hill.troy.k12.mi.us/staff/bnewingham/myweb3/
http://nancykeane.com/rl/#Values
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THIRD GRADE READING  
UNIT THREE: INTERPRETING TEXT THROUGH STORY 

ELEMENTS - BOOK CLUBS 
 

 
COMMON CORE STANDARDS 
RL.3.1   Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, 

referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 
RL.3.2  Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse 

cultures; determine the central message, lesson, or moral and 
explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text. 

RL.3.3  Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or 
feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence 
of events. 

RL.3.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, distinguishing literal from nonliteral language. 

RL.3.5  Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or 
speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and 
stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier 
sections. 

RL.3.6  Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those 
of the characters. 

RL.3.7 Explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations contribute to 
what is conveyed by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, 
emphasize aspects of a character or setting). 

SL.3.1   Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-
one, in groups, and teacher- led) with diverse partners on grade 3 
topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly. 

   a.  Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied 
required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and 
other information known about the topic to explore ideas 
under discussion. 

   b.  Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the 
floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, 
speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under 
discussion). 

   c.  Ask questions to check understanding of information 
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presented, stay on topic, and link their comments to the 
remarks of others. 

   d.  Explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the 
discussion. 

 
 
SL.3.3   Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, 

offering appropriate elaboration and detail. 
SL.3.6  Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and 

situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification 
9.1.4.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem solving skills to solve problems 
9.1.4.B.1 Gather and evaluate knowledge from a variety of sources that 

fosters creativity and innovative thinking 
9.1.4.C.1 Collaborate in teams that allows groups to achieve common goals 

with greater efficiency 
9.1.4.D.3 Understand different cultural perspectives to enhance 

communication 
9.1.4.E.1 Integrate digital media to enhance communication 
9.1.4.F.1 Promote ethical behavior and accountability 
8.1.4.A.1 Understand how to use digital tools for appropriate applications 
8.1.4.A.1 Understand how to use word processing programs 
8.1.4.A.3 Understand how to use digital tools to create a multimedia  
                      presentation 
8.1.4.D.1 Practice cyber safety 
8.1.4.E.1 Use information gathered through digital tools to assist in  
                      generating solutions and making decisions 
 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 
All students will sustain reading increasingly complex texts through a variety of 
genres with comprehension and fluency. 

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
Readers deepen their understanding of story elements, theme, and main idea 
through discussions in book clubs. 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
How do readers deepen their understanding of story elements, theme, and main 
idea through discussions in book clubs? 

 
MODULE ASSESSMENT 
Reading Notebook Entries 
Unit Assessment 
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UNIT OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to... 

 use illustrations to enhance comprehension 

 express thoughts in writing 

 extrapolate meaning from figurative language 

 engage in accountable talk 

 cite evidence from text 

 describe characters according to their traits, motivations, feelings 

 make, adjust, and confirm predictions 

 make inferences 

 identify story elements and their relationship to plot 

 summarize events in sequence 

 
SKILLS  
Students will be able to… 

 engage in a range of collaborative discussions 

 ask and answer questions to support your thinking 

 cite evidence from text to support your thinking 

 determine the central message and support with evidence from the text 

 retell events sequentially 

 analyze what a character says and does to predict and infer 

 make predictions based on what the character’s actions (say, think, do) 

 distinguish literal from non-literal language 

 understand how plot develops 

 make connections between illustrations and text 

 make text-to-text connections referring to theme, setting, plot, character 

 expand their use of word study strategies to support comprehension and 
fluency 

 make predictions on ways characters in the story could solve problems 

 research topics in stories to develop expertise and offer new solutions 

 work in book clubs, guidance centers, and on tasks like developing board 
games that reflect the events in a story 

 read literature that develop insight about characters from different cultures 

 use digital media to learn and present about topics  
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 identify ethical behavior in the characters that they read about 

 recognize the factors that contributed to the characters financial failures 
and successes 

 use digital tools to generate text, for research, and to communicate 
information via multimedia presentations, within the guidelines of the 
A.U.P. 

 

RESOURCES 
MONDO 
Transparencies: 
Breakfast Bird and Other Animal Stories- Old Sultan 
Big Books: 
Touch the Earth 
The Gift of Song 
From Guided Reading: 
Breakfast Bird and Other Stories 
Folktales from Asia 
The Frog that Would Be King 
Little Brown Jay- A Tale from India 

 
AUTHENTIC LITERATURE 
Suggested novels for Book Clubs: 
The Mouse and the Motorcycle, Beverly Cleary 
Ralph S. Mouse, Beverly Cleary 
Runaway Ralph, Beverly Cleary 
Monster’s Ring 
Chocolate Touch 
Folktales and Legend Trade books: 
Anansi the Spider 
Arrow to the Sun 
Japanese Folktales 
Read Aloud Suggestions 
Ramona, The Pest, Cleary 
 
Websites: 
www.enchantedlearning.com 

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/
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THIRD GRADE READING  

UNIT FOUR: STREGTHENING COMPREHENSION SKILLS AND 
STRATEGIES IN NONFICTION / INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

 

 
COMMON CORE STANDARDS 
RI.3.1   Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, 

referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 
RI.3.2  Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and 

explain how they support the main idea. 
RI.3.3   Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, 

scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a 
text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and 
cause/effect. 

RI.3.4   Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject 
area. 

RI.3.5   Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, 
hyperlinks) to locate information relevant to a given topic efficiently. 

RI.3.6   Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text. 
RI.3.7   Use information gained from illustrations (e.g.,maps, photographs) 

and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text 
(e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur). 

RI.3.8   Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and 
paragraphs in a text (e.g., comparison, cause/effect, 
first/second/third in a sequence). 

RI.3.9  Compare and contrast the most important points and key details 
presented in two texts on the same topic. 

9.1.4.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem solving skills to solve problems 
 
9.1.4.B.1 Gather and evaluate knowledge from a variety of sources that 

fosters creativity and innovative thinking 
9.1.4.C.1 Collaborate in teams that allows groups to achieve common goals 

with greater efficiency 
9.1.4.D.3 Understand different cultural perspectives to enhance 

communication 
9.1.4.E.1 Integrate digital media to enhance communication 
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9.1.4.F.1 Promote ethical behavior and accountability 
8.1.4.A.1 Understand how to use digital tools for appropriate applications 
8.1.4.A.1 Understand how to use word processing programs 
 
8.1.4.A.3 Understand how to use digital tools to create a multimedia  
                      presentation 
8.1.4.D.1 Practice cyber safety 
8.1.4.E.1 Use information gathered through digital tools to assist in  
                      generating solutions and making decisions 
 

 
BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 
All students will sustain reading increasingly complex texts through a variety of 
genres with comprehension and fluency. 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
Readers apply comprehension skills and strategies in reading of non-
fiction/informational texts. 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
How do readers apply comprehension skills and strategies in reading of non-
fiction/informational texts? 

 
MODULE ASSESSMENT 
Reading Notebook Entries 
Unit Assessment 
 
UNIT OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to... 

 ask and answer questions 

 locate main idea with supporting details 

 determine main idea of text 

 sequence information 

 identify pertinent facts 

 synthesize information 

 compare and contrast key details from two texts on the same topic 

 understand cause and effect relationships 

 recount experiences 
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SKILLS  
Students will be able to... 

 ask and answer questions to support your thinking 

 explain how key details support main idea 

 record pertinent information from text in the reader’s notebook 
 describe the relationship between concepts 

 use context clues to determine meaning of unknown words 

 use text features to locate information 

 use information from illustrations and words in a text to demonstrate 
understanding 

 describe the connection between sentences and paragraphs  

 recognize sequence through the use of transition words 

 compare and contrast information from multiple texts 

 recognize cause and effect relationships 

 recount an experience with appropriate facts using transition words 

 engage in a range of collaborative discussions 

 determine importance of information 

 differentiate between fact and opinion 

 research topics in stories to develop expertise and offer new solutions 

 use digital media to learn and present about topics  

 use digital tools to generate text, for research, and to communicate 
information via multimedia presentations, within the guidelines of the 
A.U.P. 

 
RESOURCES 
MONDO 
Transparencies: 
Grizzly Bears 
Skyscrapers and Towers 
Island Adventures- Did You Know? 
Tepees 
Ivy’s Journal 
Info Pairs: 
ANY 
Big Books: 
What Makes A Bird A Bird 
Salmon 
Songs/Charts: 
What’ll They Think of Next 
Spiders 
Sports Song 
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AUTHENTIC LITERATURE 
Scholastic News/ Time for Kids/ Weekly Reader 
Read Aloud: 
The Moon, Simon 
Websites 
www.newsela.com 
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THIRD GRADE READING  
UNIT FIVE: MYSTERY GENRE STUDY 

 

 
COMMON CORE STANDARDS 
RL.3.1   Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, 

referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers 
RL.3.3   Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or 

feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence 
of events. 

RL.4.4   Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, distinguishing literal from nonliteral language. 

RL.5.5   Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or 
speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and 
stanza; describe how each successive part builds on 

   earlier sections. 
RL.3.6   Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those 

of the characters. 
RL.3.9  Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories 

written by the same author about the same or similar characters 
(e.g., in books from a series). 

9.1.4.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem solving skills to solve problems 
9.1.4.B.1 Gather and evaluate knowledge from a variety of sources that 

fosters creativity and innovative thinking 
9.1.4.C.1 Collaborate in teams that allows groups to achieve common goals 

with greater efficiency 
9.1.4.E.1 Integrate digital media to enhance communication 
9.1.4.F.1 Promote ethical behavior and accountability 
8.1.4.A.1 Understand how to use digital tools for appropriate applications 
8.1.4.A.1 Understand how to use word processing programs 
8.1.4.A.3 Understand how to use digital tools to create a multimedia  
                      presentation 
8.1.4.D.1 Practice cyber safety 
8.1.4.E.1 Use information gathered through digital tools to assist in  
                      generating solutions and making decisions 
 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 
All students will sustain reading increasingly complex texts through a variety of 
genres with comprehension and fluency. 
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ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
Readers use the characteristics of mystery to dig deeper and comprehend text. 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
How do readers use the characteristics of mystery to dig deeper and 
comprehend text? 
 

MODULE ASSESSMENT 
Reading Notebook Entries 
Unit Assessment 
 
UNIT OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to... 

 understand the elements of mystery 

 read and solve a mystery 

 cite evidence 

 retell sequentially 

 make predictions 

 make inferences 

 compare and contrast themes of books within a series 

 understand how point of view affects the story 

 
SKILLS  
Students will be able to... 

 use the reader’s notebook to record observations and thoughts 

 engage in a range of collaborative discussions 

 ask and answer questions to support your thinking 

 cite evidence from text to support your thinking 

 determine the central message and support with evidence from the text 

 understand elements of mystery- crime solver, mystery, suspects, clues, 
red herring or distracter, solution 

 retell events sequentially 

 analyze what a character says and does to predict and infer 

 make predictions based on what the character’s actions (say, think, do) 

 understand how a character’s point of view affects the mystery 

 compare and contrast theme of books in a series or with similar characters 

 make predictions on ways characters in the story could solve problems 

 work in book clubs, guidance centers, and on tasks like developing board 
games that reflect the events in a story 

 use digital media to learn and present about topics  
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 identify ethical behavior in the characters that they read about 

 use digital tools to generate text, for research, and to communicate 
information via multimedia presentations, within the guidelines of the 
A.U.P. 

 
RESOURCES 
MONDO 
Transparencies: 
Twiddle Twins Music Box Mystery 
 

AUTHENTIC LITERATURE 
Boxcar Children Series 
Nate the Great Series 
Cam Jansen Series 
A to Z Mysteries 
Encyclopedia Brown 
Capital Mysteries 
Key to the Treasure, Clues in the Woods 
 
Websites: 
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plan/exploring-mystery-genre 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plan/exploring-mystery-genre
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THIRD GRADE READING  
UNIT SIX: DEMONSTRATING TEXT COMPREHENSION IN A 

VARIETY OF GENRES 
 

 

COMMON CORE STANDARDS 
RL.3.1  Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, 

referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 
RL.3.2  Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse 

cultures; determine the central message, lesson, or moral and 
explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text. 

RL.3.3  Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or 
feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence 
of events. 

RL.3.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, distinguishing literal from nonliteral language. 

RL.3.5   Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or 
speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and 
stanza; describe how each successive part builds on 
earlier sections. 

RL.3.6  Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those 
of the characters. 

RL.3.7  Explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations contribute to 
what is conveyed by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, 
emphasize aspects of a character or setting). 

RL.3.9   Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories 
written by the same author about the same or similar characters 
(e.g., in books from a series). 

RL.10  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including 
stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 2–3 text 
complexity band independently and proficiently. 

RI.3.1   Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, 
referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 

RI.3.2   Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and 
explain how they support the main idea. 

RI.3.3   Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, 
scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a 
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text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and 
cause/effect. 

RI.3.4   Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases in a text relevant to grade 3 topic/subject areas. 

RI.3.5   Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, 
hyperlinks) to locate information relevant to a given topic efficiently. 

RI.3.6  Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text. 
RI.3.7  Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) 

and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text 
(e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur). 

RI.3.8   Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and 
paragraphs in a text (e.g., comparison, cause/effect, 
first/second/third in a sequence). 

RI.3.9  Compare and contrast the most important points and key details 
presented in two texts on the same topic. 

RI.3.10  Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and 
understanding. 

9.1.4.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem solving skills to solve problems 
9.1.4.B.1 Gather and evaluate knowledge from a variety of sources that 

fosters creativity and innovative thinking 
9.1.4.C.1 Collaborate in teams that allows groups to achieve common goals 

with greater efficiency 
9.1.4.D.3 Understand different cultural perspectives to enhance 

communication 
9.1.4.E.1 Integrate digital media to enhance communication 
9.1.4.F.1 Promote ethical behavior and accountability 
8.1.4.A.1 Understand how to use digital tools for appropriate applications 
8.1.4.A.1 Understand how to use word processing programs 
8.1.4.A.3 Understand how to use digital tools to create a multimedia  
                      presentation 
8.1.4.D.1 Practice cyber safety 
8.1.4.E.1 Use information gathered through digital tools to assist in  
                      generating solutions and making decisions 
 

BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 
All students will sustain reading increasingly complex texts through a variety of 
genres with comprehension and fluency. 

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
Readers apply comprehension skills and strategies to respond to questions 
about text. 
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
How do readers apply comprehension skills and strategies to respond to 
questions about text? 

 
 
MODULE ASSESSMENT 
Reading Notebook Entries 
Practice Tests 
 

UNIT OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to... 

 sequence text 

 use context clues 

 make predictions 

 recognize main idea, theme, point of view, author’s purpose 

 recognize cause and effect, fact and opinion 

 determine character traits and story elements 

 make meaningful connections 

 determine importance 

 draw conclusions 

 recognize/distinguish figurative language 

 make judgments and form opinions 

 
SKILLS  
Students will be able to... 

 identify the genre of passage and set a purpose for reading 

 identify explicit and implicit questions 

 follow sequential or procedural events 

 identify and evaluate story elements 

 determine author’s purpose and predict outcomes 

 interact with the text to make meaningful connections 

 identify, synthesize, and analyze main idea and supporting details 

 identify, synthesize, and analyze theme 

 use context clues to determine meaning and define unfamiliar words 

 analyze the relationship between cause and effect 

 distinguish between fact and opinion and determine importance 

 distinguish point of view between narrator/author/character and reader 

 recognize figurative language 

 synthesize text in order to make judgments and draw conclusions 

 make predictions on ways characters in the story could solve problems 
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 research topics in stories to develop expertise and offer new solutions 
 read literature that develop insight about characters from different cultures 

 identify ethical behavior in the characters that they read about 

 use digital tools to generate text, for research, and to communicate 
information via multimedia presentations, within the guidelines of the 
A.U.P. 

 
 
RESOURCES 
MONDO 
Transparencies: 
Take A Bow, Winky Blue 
Big Books: 
What’s Happening?  A Book of Explanations 
Should There Be Zoos? 
Should We Have Pets? 
Info Pairs: 
To Bottle or Not to Bottle / Plastic on Parade 
Inuit Tradition Lives On / The Mascot Issue: What Do You Think? 
 

AUTHENTIC LITERATURE 
Ramona Quimby, Age 8, Cleary 
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THIRD GRADE READING  
UNIT SEVEN: STREGTHENING COMPREHENSION SKILLS AND 

STRATEGIES IN CONTENT AREA READING 
 

 

COMMON CORE STANDARDS 
RI.3.1   Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, 

referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 
RI.3.2   Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and 

explain how they support the main idea. 
RI.3.3   Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, 

scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a 
text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and 
cause/effect. 

RI.3.4   Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject 
area. 

RI.3.5  Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, 
hyperlinks) to locate information relevant to a given topic efficiently. 

RI.3.6   Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text. 
RI.3.7   Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) 

and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text 
(e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur). 

RI.3.8   Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and 
paragraphs in a text (e.g., comparison, cause/effect, 
first/second/third in a sequence). 

RI.3.9  Compare and contrast the most important points and key details 
presented in two texts on the same topic. 

RI 3.10  Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and 
understanding. 

SL.3.4   Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with 
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly 
at an understandable pace. 

SL.3.5   Create engaging audio recordings of stories or poems that 
demonstrate fluid reading at an understandable pace; add visual 
displays when appropriate to emphasize or enhance certain facts or 
details. 

SL.3.6  Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and 
situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification. 
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9.1.4.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem solving skills to solve problems 
9.1.4.B.1 Gather and evaluate knowledge from a variety of sources that 

fosters creativity and innovative thinking 
9.1.4.C.1 Collaborate in teams that allows groups to achieve common goals 

with greater efficiency 
9.1.4.D.3 Understand different cultural perspectives to enhance 

communication 
9.1.4.E.1 Integrate digital media to enhance communication 
9.1.4.F.1 Promote ethical behavior and accountability 
8.1.4.A.1 Understand how to use digital tools for appropriate applications 
8.1.4.A.1 Understand how to use word processing programs 
8.1.4.A.3 Understand how to use digital tools to create a multimedia  
                      presentation 
8.1.4.D.1 Practice cyber safety 
8.1.4.E.1 Use information gathered through digital tools to assist in  
                      generating solutions and making decisions 

 
BIG IDEAS/COMMON THREADS 
All students will sustain reading increasingly complex texts through a variety of 
genres with comprehension and fluency. 

 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 
Readers apply comprehension skills and strategies in reading of non-
fiction/informational texts in the content areas. 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
How do readers apply comprehension skills and strategies in reading of non-
fiction/informational texts in the content areas? 

 
MODULE ASSESSMENT 
Research and report on a given topic (i.e. Individual country- SS Unit 4) 
Multimedia presentation 
 

UNIT OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to... 

 determine main idea and supporting details 

 cite evidence from text 

 utilize text features 

 recognize author’s point of view 

 synthesize information 
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 identify the cause and effect relationships between events, ideas, or 
concepts 

 report on a topic 
 
 

SKILLS  
Students will be able to... 

 use text to determine the main idea and recount details 

 refer explicitly to the text to ask and answer questions 

 determine the meaning of relevant content words and phrases 

 use text features to locate information and demonstrate understanding 

 distinguish personal point of view from that of the author 

 compare and contrast two texts in order to understand key points and 
details 

 synthesize text to demonstrate comprehension 

 read with fluency and accuracy 

 engage in collaborative discussions 

 use appropriate facts and relevant details to report on a topic 

 utilize multi-media resources to report on a topic 

 speak in complete sentences utilizing grammar convention 

 research topics in stories to develop expertise and offer new solutions 

 read informational text to develop insight about different cultures 

 use digital media to learn and present about topics  

 use digital tools to generate text, for research, and to communicate 
information via multimedia presentations, within the guidelines of the 
A.U.P. 

 
RESOURCES 
MONDO 
Big Books/Charts: 
Coming to America 
Journey to a New Land 
Info Pairs 
One Tree, Three Branches: Government in the United States / Who Makes the 

Laws 
Labor Day in the United States / Labor Day in Canada 
Citizenship Q&A / Journal of a New Citizen 
 

AUNTHENTIC LITERATURE 
Social studies and science trade books 


